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THE NEW NEW YORKER
Composer Takes His First Bold
'Skyline' honors Bulgaria's freedom

Though Dimibi Kovachev rar a enoNicd conpos* back
home in Sofia. Bulea.iq ro one recolnized his fa€ in a
cmwd. Ever ar concens *hetu his music ws played
thtuughou! Europe, no onc cven knew he w6 i' lle

A mode{ ms. Kovachev never minded the ob$dry. for
corposes a.e exp.cred ro be faceles. he thoushr.

?rF-.,/ Lr. ,,

Burallrhis will chdge on Sunday qh.i rhc is Andi.dr
is botrg:ht up for . long'belared bow al lhe perfomance of
hi: Enclish-lanauagc, Broadwiy- slylc nusicll play UDdcr
ManhanlnSkyline 0l lhe Queens Museum of At. The
producliotr na4s thc l2lrd oiniwxaryof lluLgariat
indcpendence fton Oiionin rule, andional Bulgarim
holiday rminkccit of Americas Inde0€Ddence Day.

Kovachev,50. Gn Bukdr inp0*fiolbis orn
independen.e ;n 1990, whon he saw.hecoufrry orumbling
ancr thc colldps. of dommuniso

'I looked otri ihe window and sas the iofts *eft clo$d
bcc sethey hrd no food.I $idromy family.'1hh h
ridiculousi Theft is io cou.rry Dy Dore." &mcbbered
Kovmhcv. fhe p.ople werc becomins very frunrdtd and
rnfdendly, so w lefi for Amori.a. Roccrtly, whci thc
Bulsanan Consulare in Ner York Ciry invited him to
o.gmizd the Lp$ming holiday svcnr, thc.,acksotr Hcigha
residenl Dnposed honorirg Bulgarian-born vail lvanov
wnL d surpiie Etrglish-languaee musical a6our hi\ life.'lhe
consulatc F.dil, ag€ed. Ivso! is a prominenr BulCarim
edisre Nhose esc.po fron comnuDism sd snbsquent
brilding of a pFsticious life is enoush for a book- ler .ldnc
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Ofalllhe peoplc $c could htve honored, I rhoughr
lvmdv.65 (whose chaEcltr n kno
mNical). qould bs thc bes! as hh bactcmund telL $e ieal
nory ol gainiie indcpcidcncc. is mgs b nch* lile $ory
h vcry imprc$ive, said Kovacbev.

Escapingconnunnm in 1943 by omsing Buhnrias
bo erwirb Yrgod.via, whcEgunri.evs exchansed wilh
border gmds,Ivanov said heaid his famiLy fa.eJ all sons
ofdcpivaliotrs i. a labor cmp. Aher *caping ro lraly,
Ivaiov sdd he eventually boardd.lraii lo Pa.is, hidingin
ac.mprhent$ove Ihe barhbon, a.d found enploynenr
in an auromobile facrory in Pdis.

tsuiin xn ftgunent overcommmism,lvanov said he
clobbc.ed his forcn.i qi$ o ir.nwrcnch&nd1ftErae$ing
d.6ined*as rcleded on condirionhejoln thD F€nch
For.ign l-e8ion. But, he said, rhe legionnaiEl liie wd nol
lor him and heiled 1o lbly wheft he h:d rhcopponui(y b
joli lhc t s

Amy.Havi i !becndn.haecdton$cA.myiD l962.he
traveled io Amencaas a U.S. cnter, dok a ra'. rended
b& ,nd d d olhgoddjobs rhile earnins an unde4raduare
d*!ee in Rusi$ litentur md a naicls dl:grcc i"
liituis.i.s He lellir l.ve, he said, and nanied a Cuban
Eirl rhon he met in collegc and l.idcd ajob on wdl

Kov.chcv ir! l v.mv. * ho live! in Brookville. rhrougtr
then enployfrenr alNes York Lile Insurdc.Compiry,
wh{c Ihc lonrer G aD agent snd ihe laher a m.daging
ponneroldEt.ong kla olficc Tbe l6tb *li moft thm

cmear$ rn.ruinning I0 in suaNsioi, {cordLngro John
Ctrry, pann$ at New Yolt Lile in LonC hlsd

''fhis purlomaicc wiLl bc one of the bi!sE( days in dy
life," says lvmo!.

'I wlL! se. my frn ily and m! whole litt slorl plar_ed oui,
allDy n'nning md my suflaiigsid finally reachins
AD,ericq rhe hnd dfny drcass In addnion Io
conmemoBrins ouridloml holidry.rhk evsnthas atotber
signilicancE,'Mid Sroyan Tonchev. chaEs d.rairs ofth.
Bulg ad Con late if ManhrtuD. "the thene ollhe

usislplay, tho Life ofa aulsaian*ho adticvd &e
Aneicm drcdi, will bc a good inspidrion lor our
commuiiry. Kolachev, who wrsalso. civiloigirRr in
his courty, haswiten more than 150 conposiiio.s
mdnLy love soDes
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'Mr Koveh.v\ woir is wsll"lqiown in ou cmry, His
Mgs !F fcoded by lh€ Dost popuhr Bulgaid singeN,
ud n6l ofthd r. huse hils," eiid Toncha,

'tuir Sbd.y's pmduolion, whioh {jll be pefomed by 12
cosnrmed fiorsinE$ ed i6ltundt,risl', md*,
Koveh.v'3 fiBr musioal play dd secDnd @ncsl in this
6un1ry. He desdtbes hi3 N.w Ag. huste 6 d c63s
h.tw€n olsical ad oo!{ $rl of Fcl opd." Publhh.d
ihrcueh DSM PodDffi. a wd?r 86, aflilia&, hk susio
h6 b-n Fho&d on nuhe66 cdpot di$s &d aircd on

'In .n imnigraDt's h€rt the@ is always a sp€ci8l pld€ for
bis rcoll and nis birrhplacE," said N.lli. LomoE, sFcial
d.nt! ofiioer for dF Quds Musn arAn "wheneve
rh.re is o noDent to 6omehow snn@t widr ltol ne hd a
slro4 impuls€ to .ohe dd b. pan of il. 'Tho musiod pby,
'Undd Mdhrttan Skylire' MU be pedomed on Sunddy .1
4 D.n. at the Qu€B Mueum ofArt Adnission by
i.vit tim only, call Dioihi Kovachev (?1s58-7934) for

copytht @ i.wldry Inc. rdKdd bY
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